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Test Ban Treaty without delay. The CTBT will
strengthen our ability to deter, to detect, and
to deter testing. If we are calling on other na-
tions to act responsibly, America must set the
example.

India and Pakistan are great nations with
boundless potential, but developing weapons of
mass destruction is self-defeating, wasteful, and
dangerous. It will make their people poorer and
less secure. The international community must
now come together to move them to a diverse
course and to avoid a dangerous arms race in
Asia.

In just the last week, NATO, the NATO Joint
Council with Russia, the Euro-Atlantic Partner-
ship Council, and today the OAS condemned
the tests. That is about 80 other nations who
want to work with us to move the world to
a safer place.

And we must do more. We are determined
to work with any countries who are willing to
help us, and we want very much to work with
both India and Pakistan to help them resolve
their differences and to restore a future of hope,
not fear, to the region.

Let me now express my appreciation to China
for chairing the P–5 meeting to which Secretary
Albright is going. This is further evidence of
the important role China can play in meeting
the challenges of the 21st century and the con-
structive Chinese leadership that will be essen-
tial to the long-term resolutions of issues involv-
ing South Asia.

This is an important example of how our en-
gagement with China serves America’s interests:
stability in Asia, preventing the spread of weap-
ons of mass destruction, combating international
crime and drug trafficking, protecting the envi-
ronment. At the same time, we continue to deal

forthrightly with China on those issues where
we disagree, notably on human rights, and there
have clearly been some concrete results as a
result of this engagement as well.

Trade is also an important part of our rela-
tionship with China. Our exports have tripled
over the last decade and now support over
170,000 American jobs. But just as important,
trade is a force for change in China, exposing
China to our ideas and our ideals and inte-
grating China into the global economy.

For these reasons, I intend to renew MFN
status with China. This status does not convey
any special privilege. It is simply ordinary, nat-
ural tariff treatment offered to virtually every
nation on Earth. Since 1980, when MFN was
first extended to China, every Republican and
Democratic President who has faced this issue
has extended it. Not to renew would be to sever
our economic and, to a large measure, our stra-
tegic relationship with China, turning our back
on a fourth of the world at a time when our
cooperation for world peace and security is es-
pecially important, in light of the recent events
in South Asia.

This policy clearly is in our Nation’s interest,
and I urge Congress to support it. Now I’d
like to ask Secretary Albright to say a few words
about our objectives in Geneva in the days and
weeks ahead.

Madam Secretary.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. The transcript
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of Secretary of
State Madeleine K. Albright. The memorandum
on most-favored-nation trade status for China is
listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Waiver on Most-Favored-Nation
Trade Status for China
June 3, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby transmit the document referred to

in subsection 402(d)(1) of the Trade Act of
1974, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’), with respect to
the continuation of a waiver of application of
subsections (a) and (b) of section 402 of the

Act to the People’s Republic of China. This
document constitutes my recommendation to
continue in effect this waiver for a further 12-
month period and includes my determination
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that continuation of the waiver currently in ef-
fect for the People’s Republic of China will sub-
stantially promote the objectives of section 402
of the Act, and my reasons for such determina-
tions.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

June 3, 1998.

NOTE: The related memorandum is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Waiver on Most-Favored-Nation
Trade Status for Belarus
June 3, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby transmit the document referred to

in subsection 402(d)(1) of the Trade Act of
1974, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’), with respect to
the continuation of a waiver of application of
subsections (a) and (b) of section 402 of the
Act. This document constitutes my rec-
ommendation to continue in effect this waiver
for a further 12-month period and includes my
determination that continuation of the waiver
currently in effect for the Republic of Belarus
will substantially promote the objectives of sec-

tion 402 of the Act, and my reasons for such
determination. I will submit separate reports
with respect to Vietnam and the People’s Re-
public of China.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 3, 1998.

NOTE: The related memorandum is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Waiver on Most-Favored-Nation
Trade Status for Vietnam
June 3, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby transmit the document referred to

in subsection 402(d)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974
(the ‘‘Act’’), as amended, with respect to the
continuation of a waiver of application of sub-
sections (a) and (b) of section 402 of the Act
to Vietnam. This document constitutes my rec-
ommendation to continue in effect this waiver
for a further 12-month period and includes my
determination that continuation of the waiver

currently in effect for Vietnam will substantially
promote the objectives of section 402 of the
Act, and my reasons for such determination.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 3, 1998.

NOTE: The related memorandum is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.
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